
    
      
    

    
      
    
  
    

  
          
      [image: Home]
    
        
      Westminster Foundation for Democracy
    

      




            
  Main navigation

  

        
              	
                      
        
                          
        What we do 

                  
                          	
                      
        
        
        Programmes

              
	
                      
        
        
        Expertise

              
	
                      
        
        
        Resources

              
	
                      
        
        
        Events

              


  
          

              
	
                      
        
        
        Where we work

              
	
                      
        
                          
        Themes we work on 

                  
                          	
                      
        
        
        Accountability and transparency

              
	
                      
        
        
        Elections

              
	
                      
        
        
        Environmental democracy

              
	
                      
        
        
        Inclusion

              
	
                      
        
        
        Openness and participation

              
	
                      
        
        
        Women's political leadership

              


  
          

              
	
                      
        
                          
        Who we are 

                  
                          	
                      
        
        
        People

              
	
                      
        
        
        Governance

              


  
          

              
	
                      
        
        
        Contact us

              


  


  

  
    

  
          
      




  
    

  
          
            Search


      
      




  



    
      Nav opener/closer
      Menu
      Close
      
        
        
        
      
    

          
        Close
          
    
  
    

  
          
  
  
      Search
        

        











      




  
      Popular search terms:

    

  
          	Environmental democracy
	Women's political leadership



      




  


      

    
    
    
        
    
  
    

  
          
  
  
      Search
        

        











      




  


      
            
  Main navigation

  

        
              	
                      
        
                          
        What we do 

                  
                          	
                      
        
        
        Programmes

              
	
                      
        
        
        Expertise

              
	
                      
        
        
        Resources

              
	
                      
        
        
        Events

              


  
          

              
	
                      
        
        
        Where we work

              
	
                      
        
                          
        Themes we work on 

                  
                          	
                      
        
        
        Accountability and transparency

              
	
                      
        
        
        Elections

              
	
                      
        
        
        Environmental democracy

              
	
                      
        
        
        Inclusion

              
	
                      
        
        
        Openness and participation

              
	
                      
        
        
        Women's political leadership

              


  
          

              
	
                      
        
                          
        Who we are 

                  
                          	
                      
        
        
        People

              
	
                      
        
        
        Governance

              


  
          

              
	
                      
        
        
        Contact us

              


  


  

    

  
  
  
      
    


  


          
          
    
  
    

  
            
    Breadcrumb

    	
                  Home
              
	
                  What we do
              
	
                  Parliaments and independent oversight institutions
              


  

      




  
    

  
          
  
  Parliaments and independent oversight institutions





      




  
    

  
          


  
    

  
  
    

      

      
  



      

      
            Parliaments and independent oversight institutions



      
            A global and country-specific analysis of parliaments’ relationships with Supreme Audit, Anti-Corruption, and Human Rights institutions

      
  


              [image: Cover of parliaments and independent oversight institutions publication]



      
  


  



      

      

      

      
  


  



      Browse Sections
You may also like


  


  


  



      

        
            27 February 2020


      

      
  
    Theme

          
              Accountability and transparency

          Anticorruption

              

      


  



      
  


  



      
  
    Summary

              The Westminster Foundation for Democracy (WFD) has commissioned this study as part of a research stream exploring how enhancing the collaborative relationship between Inde- pendent oversight institutions and Parliaments can strengthen democratic accountability and improve governance outcomes.


Independent oversight institutions are an increasingly important aspect of contemporary governance around the world. While certain independent oversight institutions, such as Supreme Audit Institutions, have a long history – in the case of the United Kingdom, several hundred years - the number and range of independent oversight institutions has burgeoned in the past thirty years, and some countries now have numerous independent oversight institutions, many reporting directly to parliament. Independent oversight institutions can strengthen the quality of democracy through providing specialised oversight of key aspects of governance; issues such as public financial management, respect for human rights, and the fight against corruption.


For institutions to be fully effective, however, they need to be effectively anchored within the overall governance process, so that their findings can be followed up to ensure that they are taken into account in reformed and improved programmes and policies.


There is a continuing discussion about how independent oversight institutions should be linked with the three main branches of the state, the legislature, the executive, and the judiciary. In some constitutional models, such as the Napoleonic model used in France for example, the supreme audit institution (SAI) is formally part of the judiciary. Some people have argued that independent oversight institutions should constitute a separate, fourth branch of the state.


However, in the majority of democratic systems, independent oversight institutions are fully or partially responsible to parliaments; members are chosen by parliamentarians, and reports are submitted for follow-up to parliament. Parliaments, through their constitutional responsibilities for oversight, have the mandate and authority to ensure that oversight insti- tutions’ recommendations are carefully reviewed by government and either implemented, or explanations provided as to why they should not be implemented.


Whatever specific constitutional definition of independent institutions is used, a productive relationship between parlia- ments and independent oversight institutions improves the quality and transparency of governance and makes the system more democratically accountable.


This study explores independent oversight institutions and their relationships with parliaments as a step towards under- standing how these relationships can be enhanced in order to strengthen both oversight institutions and parliaments. It explores the framework of institutions in a number of countries, looking at different types of models and their advantages and disadvantages. It concludes by proposing approaches that can help strengthen the relationship between parliaments and oversight institutions in different governance and institutional contexts.


The number and range of institutions is increasing world-wide, and is varied across countries. In order to focus the study, it looks mainly at three particularly common and important types of independent oversight institutions; supreme audit insti- tutions, anti-corruption institutions, and human rights institutions including ombudspersons with a human rights mandate.
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 News 

Looking back on three years of partnership and progress

Last year saw the conclusion of phase two of the Global Equality Project, a programme funded by the UK Government’s Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office and delivered jointly by Kaleidoscope Trust and Westminster Foundation for Democracy (WFD). The project focused on fighting discrimination against women and girls, LGBT+ people and other intersectionally disadvantaged groups in a range of countries.   
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 News 

2023's essential democracy content

Here is a selection of stories, analysis, and tools from the past year. Scroll down and you might find some inspiration for your New Year's resolutions. 
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Reflecting on Human Rights Day 2023

Our message reflecting on the conflicts that are raging as the world marked the 75th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
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 News 

Democracy Action Partnership: Driving momentum to end violence against women in politics in Asia

WFD hosted the inaugural Democracy Action Partnership (DAP) in Bali, Indonesia, gathering democratic changemakers in the Asia region to dive into the interrelated forms of violence against women in politics and elections and facilitate responses. 




    

  
          





      
            Read more

      
          

  



          

  
  




      




  


      

      

  
          
          
    
  
      Follow Us:

    

  
          

	
      
        
      

          
	
      
        
      

          
	
      
        
      

          
	
      
        
      

          
	
      
        
      

          



      




  


      

    
          
          
    
      
  Work with us:

  

        
              	
        Careers
              
	
        Consultants
              
	
        Suppliers
              
	
        Election observers
              
	
        Contact
              


  


  

      
  Political Party Programmes:

  

        
              	
        Conservative Party
              
	
        Labour Party
              
	
        The Scottish National Party
              
	
        Multi-Party Office
              


  


  

      
  Contact us:

  

        
              	
        Contact us
              
	
        Make a complaint
              
	
        Report a concern
              
	
        Sign up to our newsletter
              
	
        Media Centre
              


  


  

      
  Legal:

  

        
              	
        Accessibility statement
              
	
        Privacy and cookies
              
	
        Transparency and governance
              


  


  

  


      

    
          
          
    
  
    

  
          
      [image: Home]
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